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600 South Michigan Avenue 

Zone number  Zone name 
1A Primary Exterior Elevations (East and North) 

and Return (West) 

The exterior elevations of 600 South Michigan, the Columbia 

College Main Campus Building, show no signs of historic lighting 

fixtures. The current lighting scheme includes several floodlights, to 

illuminate flags and entries. Fixture are mounted at the second floor 

level and have exposed conduit. [See pictures.] No building-

specific lighting is apparent in historic photographs and renderings. 

Recommendations: With no evidence of historical lighting in this 

zone, any changes made should be sensitive to the building’s 

architectural character. 

• The black floodlights and exposed electrical conduit are not 

integrated within the architecture. These fixtures should be 

removed and a new lighting scheme, integrated with the 

building or nearby street lighting poles, should be designed.  

  

East elevation – floodlights and exposed conduit. 

North elevation – floodlights. 
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Zone number  Zone name 
1B  Entrance Lobby and Main Stairway (East, 

Floors 1 & 2) 

Little evidence remains of the original lighting in the entrance lobby. 

Recessed 2’ x 2’ fluorescent troffers have been installed in the 

suspended acoustic tile ceiling, and several unshielded R-lamp 

trackheads are used as accent lights. [See picture.] In the northern 

portion of the lobby, there are two plates on the wall, approximately 

7’-6” A.F.F., which may represent sconce locations; however, this 

is unclear and does not appear to be the case in the rest of the 

lobby. 

The main stairway is illuminated via several white cylinder 

trackheads mounted to the ceilings above. [See picture.] At the 

landing, there appears to be a junction box cover at the center of 

the niche, which would likely be an original sconce location. [See 

picture.] The locations of any additional light fixtures are not 

apparent. 

Recommendations: Without any historical reference to original 

fixtures and locations, any changes made should be sensitive to 

the original architecture. 

• The current fluorescent troffers should be replaced with 

fixtures more sensitive to the lobby’s character; though they 

provide a sufficient quantity of light, they create noticeable, 

distracting reflections in the marble walls and other polished 

surfaces. The original fixtures were likely pendants, though 

no evidence exists of their original appearances or 

locations. Replacement pendants should be selected and/or 

designed to be as sympathetic to the space as possible. 

• The trackheads should be removed and, if desired, 

replaced with less obtrusive accent lights. 

• A replacement sconce should be installed at the landing of 

the main stairway. Without any information regarding the 

appearance of the original fixture, the replacement should 

be as sympathetic to the space as possible. 

Entrance lobby – recessed troffers and trackheads. Note the bright 
reflections in the space’s polished surfaces. 
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• New, historic fixtures may need to be supplemented with 

additional functional lighting, though the impact and visibility 

of these fixtures should be minimized. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Main stairway – possible original sconce location. 

Main stairway – surface-mounted track. 
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Zone number  Zone name 
1C  East Stairway (Floors 3 through 15) 

The current lighting scheme for the east stairway consists of two 

types of linear fluorescent fixtures: ceiling-mounted wraparounds at 

the floor landings and wall-mounted up/downlights at the landings 

between floors. [See picture.] During the 1930s renovation, it 

appears that light fixtures were installed on the undersides of the 

stairs as far up as the twelfth floor; junction box covers are still 

visible. [See picture.] The lack of fixture positions at the top floors 

suggests that the original lighting was provided by a series of 

sconces, mounted at each landing. 

Recommendations: Without any historical reference to original 

fixtures, any changes made should be sensitive to the original 

architecture. 

• The current fluorescent fixtures should be removed and 

replaced with fixtures replicating the original character of 

the space. These should either be sconces at each landing, 

ceiling-mounted fixtures in the 1930s locations, or a 

combination of the two. 

• The fixtures added during the 1930s renovation were likely 

included to remedy low light levels on the stairs. If additional 

functional lighting is needed to supplement the historic 

fixtures, the appearance of these fixtures should be 

minimized. 

 

East stairway – existing fixture (A) and previous fixture location (B). 

East stairway – original stair underside (left); 1930s 
stair underside with previous fixture location (right). 


