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1306 South Michigan Avenue 

Zone number  Zone name 
1A   Primary Exterior Elevations (East and North) and Return (South) 
 

The east and north façades of the Columbia College Dance Center, 1306 S. Michigan 

Avenue, show little evidence of original exterior lighting fixtures. Numerous additional 

fixtures, including floodlights and sconces, appear to have been added fairly recently. The 

only existing original fixture is a glowing glass fixture mounted above the doorway at the 

northwest corner of the building. 

 

Of the newer exterior fixtures, only the sconces flanking the main entry on Michigan Avenue 

may have replaced original light fixtures. The remaining floodlights, both HID and fluorescent, 

appear tacked-on and are not in keeping with the architecture. In addition, the exposed 

conduit supplying power to these fixtures is highly visible and unattractive. 

 

Recommendations: With no historical reference materials to direct any preservation work, 

any changes to the lighting should be sympathetic to the existing architecture. 

• The fixture above the northwest doorway is heavily corroded, and the glass lens appears 

to be broken. If possible, the fixture should be restored to its original condition; otherwise, 

a replica using the original materials should be made. If the northeast doorway, which is 

Northwest corner – existing original light fixture. 

Main entry – sconces. 
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currently boarded up, is to be restored, another replica should be made for installation in 

that location. 

• The sconces flanking the main entry appear to be in the proper locations, although the 

style and materials do not match the building itself. One of the sconces, most likely the 

one to the north, is upside down. These sconces should be replaced with new fixtures 

more sympathetic to the materials and style of the Art Deco architecture. 

• The HID floodlights, mounted at the north and south bays and center of the east façade, 

and the fluorescent floodlights, at the façade’s center, are a significant intrusion on the 

architecture of the building. These fixtures, as well as the exposed electrical conduit 

feeding them, should be removed. If desired, they should be replaced with a lighting system that is more carefully integrated into the 

architecture or an adjacent street lighting pole. 

 

Zone number  Zone name 
2A   Main Stairway 
 

The main stairway of the Dance Center is currently illuminated with a series of lensed 

fluorescent fixtures, the majority of which are mounted to a new acoustical tile ceiling. The 

combination of new ceiling and wall coverings has disguised any evidence of previous fixture 

types and locations. The location of windows suggests that all stairway lighting fixtures were 

located on the ceilings above each landing. 

 

Recommendations: With no historical reference materials to direct any preservation work, 

any changes to the lighting should be sympathetic to the existing architecture. If, in the 

East façade – HID  floodlights. 

Main stairway  – lensed fluorescent fixtures and 
emergency “wall pack”. 
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process of any construction within the stairway, evidence of historical lighting fixtures is discovered, that information should be used as a guide 

for further preservation work. 

• The linear fluorescent fixtures, as well as any exposed conduit, should be replaced with a more architecturally sensitive solution. Any 

replacement lighting fixtures should reflect the design and materials of the original building. Providing fixtures that match the aesthetic of the 

architecture would be a significant step toward restoring the integrity of this space. 

• If permissible by code, emergency lighting “wall packs” should be eliminated, instead providing egress lighting through existing fixtures. 

 

 

 


