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731 South Plymouth Court 

Zone number  Zone name 
1A   Primary Exterior Elevations (South and West) 
 

The south and west façades of the Columbia College Dormitory, 731 S. Plymouth Court, 

offer little evidence of any original exterior lighting fixtures. At the south entry, only non-

historic fixtures – including a small sconce and fluorescent striplights within the canopy – 

are apparent. No exterior fixtures are visible on the west façade. 

 

Directly adjacent to the main entry on the west façade are two groupings of patched 

brickwork, one to either side of the limestone entryway. It is possible that these represent 

mounting locations for large sconces. With no historical fixtures or surviving 

documentation, no evidence remains regarding what type of fixtures may have been 

here. 

 

Recommendations: With no historical references to direct any preservation work, any 

changes to the lighting should be sympathetic to the existing architecture. 

• The sconce at the south entry appears to have been installed to address security 

concerns at that door. Replacing that fixture with either one or a pair of sconces 

sympathetic to the building’s architecture would be a step closer to restoring the 

West entry – possible sconce locations marked. 

Patched brickwork on each side of main entry. 
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integrity of this building. 

•  Large, decorative sconces in keeping with the style of the building could be installed at either side of the west entry. Careful consideration 

should be taken to select fixtures which are not only sympathetic, but also do not detract from the true historical elements of the façade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


